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REPORT - President – Kevin Erwin
Dear members,

The Inaugural AVVRG Conference is coming together with great interest being shown by kindred organisations and the
general public. Our RSVP person, Kerry Phelan is being kept very busy fielding enquiries and confirming attendances.

Our Vice President Malcolm Parker has successfully re-negotiated our NGO licence with the Union of Friendship in VN,
whilst his wife and Qld Health Care Team Leader, Kath Parker has made further progress with projects initiated on her
previous visit last September. Malcolm has also re-visited the Nhat Hong School for the Blind and Orphanage and
continued his good work in this area.

The NSW Team have firmed up an MOU with the Peoples Committee regarding the scope of work to be carried out
under the Nui Dat Kindergarten refurbishment project, congratulations to Liz Olson, her husband Phil lip Briggs and of
course Kerry Phelan, who was the original instigator of the project. Kerry advises me that Malcolm Parkers assistance
was invaluable – thanks Malcolm.

The Victorian Health Care Team visited their various establishments in HCM during February and by all accounts the
visit went well, I believe the AVVRG caps were well received by all participants and I am sure that it would have assisted
in highlighting the good work being carried out by the AVVRG in HCM. Well-done Victoria.

The inaugural Long Tan Trek was successful and another one is planned for September of this year. I encourage all
members to have a look at the details of the Trek on our website, as I have said previously, it is an excellent opportunity
to visit the real VN and contribute to assisting the AVVRG financially.

By the time you get to read this newsletter, my good wife Beryl and myself will be onboard the MV Statendam, following
the WW2 trail of the Australian and USA forces, from Port Moresby to Okinawa, we return at the end of March, just in
time for the Sydney conference.

Cheers for now,

Kevin Erwin JP,
Hon. President,
Australian Vietnam Veterans Reconstruction Group.
kevinferwin@yahoo.com.au MOB: 0412873271

Newsletter disclaimer:
This newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of the AVVRG Management Committee. Publications of submitted articles are at the discretion of the Editor

The AVVRG is a 100% voluntary NGO,
Registered & licenced in Vietnam.

Licence No: AT 149/UB-HD
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REPORT- Treasurer / Membership – Mark Beaman
New membership has slowed and Membership Renewals will be going out in the mail in April with a
mini newsletter. What is "A tax-deductible donation" - a Tax-deductible deduction is when funds
have been donated to an accredited fund. At the moment the AVVRG does not have independent
Tax-deductible status but we do have an agreement with Global Development for the Nhat Hong
Blind School and Nhat Hong Sponsorship program. Membership payment is not a Tax-deductible
donation so please keep that in mind when you pay your renewals.

AVVRG Patron
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to the AVVRG Patron
The Hon. Charlie LYNN, psc MLC.

As you would imagine Charlie is a busy man but as your Patron he is
happy to make himself available for a chat, please do not hesitate to
contact him.

Mobile: 0419 257 462
Email: clynn@parliament.nsw.gov.au

The AGM will be held on Sunday 7th September 2008 at 10am at the Geebung RSL. AGM minutes
of 2007 and other information will be sent out in the coming months.

Many members are aware that the AVVRG has been trying to gain Tax-deductibility status in its own
right for many years and a lot of effort has been put in over this time period by many members and
yes it is once again being worked on. Some necessary changes are required to the AVVRG Model
Rules to bring them in line with the ACFID (Australian Council for International Development) Standards,
these changes will be sent to members for comment and eventually voted upon at the AGM.

All members are invited to attend the Inaugural AVVRG Conference on 7th April 2008 as an
observer, come along and meet our Patron and other members of the AVVRG Management
Committee and Sub-Committee members.

The AVVRG now has four Sub-Committees representing AVVRG members around Australia and
Overseas. It is always useful to get together as a group and discuss future directions of the
association and basically this is how the Inaugural AVVRG Conference came about.

I have attached an invitation for members to attend the Inaugural AVVRG Conference on 7 th April
2008 as observers and a dinner invitation, so if you are free and come along to come and observe
the proceedings and join the crew for dinner.

Note from the Secretary – Editor
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Campbell Family – AVVRG members - Queensland

Congratulations on the new addition!

Barbara Crawford-Campbell and Malcolm Campbell from Queensland have a
new grandchild to add to their family network.

Cooper Family – AVVRG members - Vietnam

Gary, Tuyen and Jenny Cooper enjoying TET 2008

SOMETHING NEW? – WOULD THE MEMBERS LIKE A PAGE IN
THE NEWSLETTER TO USE FOR BATERING GOODS?

AVVRG Member’s News
If you have some news you would like to share and its suitable to share, please
send it in and I will endeavour to print it – Judy – Editor


