
Email: info_avvrgeml.cc / avvrgqsecretary@yahoo.com
Website: www.avvrg.org

1

AUSTRALIAN VETERANS’ VIETNAM RECONSTRUCTION GROUP INC.

August 2008 Incorporated in Queensland - IA14171 - ABN 81-792-883-069

CORRESPONDENCE President - Kevin Erwin, Vice President – Malcolm Parker, Treasurer - Mark Beaman,
Secretary and Secretary - Judy Beaman
PO Box 623 Committee Members: Malcolm Campbell, Barbara Crawford-Campbell, Fred Olsen
Waterford Q 4133 and Kathleen Parker.

AVVRG Patron
AVVRG Patron - The Hon. Charlie LYNN, psc MLC.

As you would imagine Charlie is a busy man but as your Patron he is
happy to make himself available for a chat, please do not hesitate to
contact him.
Mobile: 0419 257 462 Email: clynn@parliament.nsw.gov.au

REPORT - President – Kevin Erwin
Dear members

It certainly has been a busy time for the AVVRG as the Qld Health Team prepares
for their visit to VN in September and the Vic Health Team finalise their agenda for
their visit to HCM in Feb 09. Thank you to all Committee members, I know all your
hard work will ensure a successful outcome.

Colin Twelftree is going ‘gangbusters” arranging visits from fellow Dentists to the
Long Tan Polyclinic and he and Libby Scheer are doing a wonderful job promoting
the Nhat Hong Blind Orphans Scholarship. I trust you have all seen the wedding
photos that Libby took of a recent wedding between two residents of the Nhat
Hong Orphanage, they are on the website.

Over the last few months I have been out and about, introducing the AVVRG and
its activities to a number of Community groups and I have done presentations to
Rotary, Probus and a number of ex-service organisations. The response has been
positive with donations to various projects and offers of clothing and toys for
Hospitals in HCM and Ba Ria being received.

I had the pleasure of addressing the residents of the Keperra Sanctuary
Retirement Village just recently and they took to their hearts the plight of the
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‘premmy babies’ and blind orphans, so much so, that I think just about every
woman in the village is knitting something for the cause.

I attended the Victorian Sub-committee AGM on Sunday the 13th July and met a
number of members who up until then had only been names or email addresses, I
was made most welcome and invited by Tricia Ansell to address the meeting. The
emphasis of my address was on networking between other sub-committees and
sharing ideas with one another.

The enthusiasm shown by the members was encouraging and the return of Tricia
Ansell (President), Jenny Benjamin (Vice-President) and Jerry Silk (Treasurer),
confirms the confidence of the members in their leadership - congratulations
ladies.

I will be visiting HCM and Ba Ria/Vung Tau in August and I will take the
opportunity to inspect various AVVRG projects as well as meeting with the
Australian Consul General, the Union of Friendship and various Peoples
Committees.

I will also be representing the AVVRG at the commemorative service for the Battle
of Long Tan on Monday the 18th August and I expect to catch up with a number of
fellow Australians,( if the attendance at the last Anzac Day Service is anything to
go by, 300 Australians turned up). Thanks must go to Mr Ha and to Breaker
Cusack for ensuring the Long Tan Cross and the surrounding area looked ‘spic &
span’.

Don’t forget that the AVVRG AGM is being held on Sunday 7th of September,
please ensure that you use your democratic right to vote, after all, the AVVRG
belongs to its members.
Cheers for now,

Kevin Erwin JP,
Hon. President,
Australian Vietnam Veterans Reconstruction Group.
kevinferwin@yahoo.com.au
MOB: 0412873271

REPORT- Treasurer / Membership – Mark Beaman
The books are away at the Auditor – they should be back next week in time for the AGM.

New membership has increased due to the Victorian Health Team Sub-Committee Volunteer drive
for 2009. Membership Renewals and Renewal reminders have gone out and we have had quite a
good response. Members please your membership fees and general fund donations are not tax
deductible. What is "A tax-deductible donation" - A Tax-deductible deduction is when funds have
been donated to an accredited fund. At the moment the AVVRG does not have independent Tax-
deductible status but we do have an agreement with Global Development.
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The AGM will be held on Sunday 7th September 2008 at 10.30am at the Geebung RSL. AGM
minutes of 2007 and Proxy voting information and preposed rule changes and are included in
your package. Please take the time to read the information and don’t forget to send back your
proxy.

The proxy votes are counted as bodies on the floor for the AGM. We need 17 members or a
mixture of members and proxy votes to meet the quorum, so pleaseeeeeeeeeeeee send the
proxy vote back to the Secretary before Friday 5th September 2008.

Many members are aware that the AVVRG has been trying to gain Tax-deductibility status in its
own right for many years and a lot of effort has been put in over this time period by many
members and yes it is once again being worked on.

Some necessary changes are required to the AVVRG Model Rules to bring them in line with the
ACFID (Australian Council for International Development) Standards, these changes will be sent
to members for comment and eventually voted upon at the AGM.

Please note the new email addresses for the Secretary and
Treasurer effective immediately.

Secretary: avvrgqsecretary@yahoo.com
Treasurer: avvrgtreasurer@live.com

List of persons nominated for positions on the AVVRG Management Committee are:

President: Kevin Erwin Vice-President: Kathryn Gow
Nominated: Beryl Erwin Nominated: Judy Beaman
Seconded: Sarah Wenck Seconded: Mark Beaman

Secretary: Judy Beaman Treasurer: David Izatt
Nominated: Kathryn Gow Nominated: Kevin Erwin
Seconded: Mark Beaman Seconded: Peter Watson

Committee Member: Malcolm Campbell Committee Member: Barbara Crawford-Campbell
Nominated: Kevin Erwin Nominated: Beryl Erwin
Seconded: Judy Beaman Seconded: Malcolm Campbell

Committee Member: Peter Watson Committee Member: Beryl Erwin
Nominated: Kevin Erwin Nominated: Kevin Erwin
Seconded: Beryl Erwin Seconded: Sarah Wenck

Committee Member: Mark Beaman
Nominated: Kevin Erwin
Seconded: Judy Beaman

Note from the Secretary – Editor
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President: Kevin Erwin
Nominated: Beryl Erwin
Seconded: Sarah Wenck

I hereby nominate for the position of President of the
AVVRG and in support of my nomination I offer the
following;

I have been a member of the AVVRG since 1999 and I
was elected to the Management Committee in 2004. I
was elected President of the AVVRG in 2006 and

returned unopposed in 2007.

During my term as President I have instigated the creation of sub-chapters in
NSW and SA and obtained recognition of the AVVRG by the Department of
Veterans’ Affairs as an ex-service organisation (ESO). This has presented the
AVVRG with an avenue for obtaining financial assistance for the recreation and
redesign of the AVVRG Website. I have presented the aims and goals of the
AVVRG to many commercial and community organisations to assist in raising the
profile of the AVVRG and to canvass for donations; I am currently in the process
of obtaining Deductible Gift Facility accreditation from AUSAID and the Australian
Taxation Office.

As an interim measure to afford AVVRG donors tax deductibility opportunities, I
have put in place a memorandum of understanding with Global Developments,
who hold a master DGF and are able to furnish a tax deductible receipt on behalf
of AVVRG for donations over AUD $2.00. In February of this year I put together
the inaugural AVVRG Conference which enabled members of the Management
Committee to meet personally with members from other sub-committees, to put
forward ideas and exchange views on the future of the AVVRG.

I have met personally with the members of the NSW and Victorian sub-
committees during the year to re-assure them of the Management Committee’s full
support and in August I will be visiting Vietnam to inspect a number of AVVRG
projects in Ho Chi Minh City and in the Ba Ria Vung Tau Province.

Whilst in Vietnam I will be meeting with the Australian Consulate and the Vietnam
Union of Friendship as well as representing the AVVRG at the Long Tan joint
commemoration service, to be held on the 18th August. It has been a privilege and
a pleasure to be your President over the past 2 years and I would be honoured to
represent you once again.

Kevin Erwin
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Vice-President: Kathryn Gow
Nominated: Judy Beaman
Seconded: Mark Beaman

VISION FOR AVVRG IN THE NEXT 3-5 YEARS

Kathryn Gow Inaugural Member of AVVRG

As many of you will know, I was a very active member of the
AVVRG for about 9 nine years until I decided it was time to

take a break. During the 11 times I travelled to Vietnam to undertake a range of
projects in health, education, microfinance, welfare, water and sanitation, I applied
for a number of grants to carry out some of the larger projects. These were
successful. In addition, I secured university funds for students to travel to Vietnam
to undertake practical stays and some of these still continue today (i.e., Nhat Hong
School for the Blind).

I have always considered that the AVVRG was primarily for veterans and there
was no doubt in the early days that this was the case. At present, veterans (eg
Bomber) are turning their attention to Cambodia and other third world countries. At
home Brian Egan commenced Aussie helpers to aid our drought stricken farmers
(the drought is much worse and more pervasive now).

It is time for the AVVRG to think afresh about what it can do to engage veterans
and other community members in assisting those in need both at home and in
other countries that are close to home. Climate Change means that there are a
number of innovations that might be instituted that can change the lives of people
who are near neighbours. According to Garnaut, we don’t have a choice. It will be
Australia who will have to do this work not other countries.

While we continue our work in Vietnam in the medical and education and
reconstruction areas, there are Vietnamese workers on farms and in mining towns
who are simply left to fend for themselves. It is interesting that the money sent
back home by people working abroad has done more good than all the
international aid that has been distributed.

Perhaps we could have a think tank and involve other veteran groups, across the
country, who need an organisation such as ours that has experience in such
project work.

Secretary: Judy Beaman
Nominated: Kathryn Gow
Seconded: Mark Beaman

Well I had planned on retiring from the positon but I
believe that I need to be on the committee for a while
longer, to keep things on track. The books are in order

and I have tried my best to get the paperwork trail moving – we are getting there.
I am looking forward to seeing everybody at the AGM.

Judy Beaman


